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Present Position 

University Professor of Higher and Comparative Education, State University of New 
York at Buffalo: responsible for courses in higher education finance, governance, 
curriculum, and international comparative higher education; Director, Center for 
Comparative and Global Studies in Education; Director, International Comparative 
Higher Education Finance and Accessibility Project. 

Research Interests 
Economics and finance of higher education; federal and state policies for higher 
education; higher education governance and leadership; comparative higher education; 
international comparative higher education finance and governance; student finance 
and loan policies; the productivity of learning; faculty productivity. 

Research Grants 
Ford Foundation, $1,035,000 over 6 ½ years (1999 through 2005) for International 
Comparative Student Finance and Accessibility Project; Ford Foundation $146,000 
for conference in Dar es Salaam, Financing of Higher Education in Eastern and 
Southern Africa (March 2002); Atlantic Philanthropies, Inc. $187,000 for the study of 
College-Level Learning in High School (1997-1999); Ford Foundation, $50,000 for 
start-up of Learning Productivity Network (1995-96); TIAA/CREF, $25,000 for 
Productivity in Higher Education: The Voice of Faculty [with SUNY and Cal State 
faculty senates and unions.] (1996). 

Education 
Ph.D., University of Minnesota, 1969, in Higher Education. Thesis: “The Erosion of 
Innovation in Higher Education.” 

MAT, Harvard University Graduate School of Education, l964, in Social Science 
Education. 

B.A., Harvard College, 1963, in Economics (Magna Cum Laude) with supporting work 
in History and Sociology. 

Past Positions 
Chancellor, State University of New York: August 1988-February 1994. Chief 
Executive Officer of the State University of  New York System, which includes thirty 
community colleges, four university centers, two additional health centers, thirteen 
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colleges of arts and sciences, five statutory colleges (of Cornell and Alfred Universities), 
six two-year technical colleges, and four other specialized campuses. The combined 
head-count enrollment was approximately 400,000; the consolidated budget was more 
than $5 billion. Resigned due to a serious illness in March 1994. 

President, State University College at Buffalo: August 1979-August 1988. Chief 
operating officer of the largest college (12,000 enrollment) in the SUNY System. 

Vice President for Administration, University of Pennsylvania: September 1977- 
August l979. 

Associate Professor, Graduate School of Education, University of Pennsylvania: 
September 1976-August 1979. 

Executive Assistant to the President, University of Pennsylvania: June 1972-January 
1977. 

Project Specialist, Ford Foundation: March 1971-June 1972. 

Administrative Assistant to U.S. Senator Walter F. Mondale: July 1969-March 1971. 

Assistant Director, University of Minnesota Center for Economic Education: June 
1966-July 1969 (while pursuing Ph.D. studies). 

Economics and History Teacher, Westport, Connecticut: September 1964-June 1966. 

Current Directorships 

• Buffalo Arts Commission, Member, 1994- 

• D’Youville College, Trustee, 1998- 

Current Editorial and Advisory Boards 

• Journal of Education Finance, Editorial Advisory Board, 1996- 

• Journal of Student Retention in Higher Education, Editorial Board, 1998- 

• The Presidency [ACE], Editorial Advisory Board, 1998- 

• Salzburg Seminar Universities Project, Consultant and Member of Planning 
Committee. 

Recent Boards and Directorships 

Association for the Study of Higher Education, Director 1999-2001; National Center for 
Post Secondary Improvement (Stanford University), member Board of Senior Scholars, 
1996-2002; American Association of Colleges and Universities, Director, 1997-2001; 
Buffalo Museum of Science, Director, 1998-2001; The California Higher Education 
Policy Center, National Advisory Committee, 1994-1997; Commission on National 
Investment in Higher Education, member 1994-1997; The College Board, 1988-1994 
member and Chairman 1992-1994; National Association of System Heads, President 
1992-1994; Association of Colleges and Universities of the State of New York, 
Chairman 1993-1994; American Association of State Colleges and Universities, 
Director, 1993-1994; Association of Governing Boards, Presidents Council, 1992-1994; 
New York State Martin Luther King, Jr. Institute for Nonviolence, Director, 1988-1994; 
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American Council on Education, Director, 1989-1992; The Pew Higher Education 
Roundtable, member 1986-1992. 

Honors and Awards 

• Honorary doctorates: California State University at San Diego (1997); Towson State 
University (1995); D’Youville College (1995). 

• Humanitarian Award, Buffalo Chapter of the American Jewish Committee (2002). 

• Red Jacket Award, Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society (1999). 

• Medaille College Award (1997). 

• Evans-Young Humanitarian Award, Urban League of Buffalo (1994). 

• Distinguished Service Award, National Association of Student Financial Aid 
Administrators (1994). 

• Golden Quill Award for Contributions to Research on Student Financial Assistance, 
(NASFA) (1994). 

• College Council Medal, State University College at Buffalo (1994). 

• Chancellor Norton Medal, University at Buffalo (1994). 

• Man of the Year, Buffalo News (1981). 

Biographical Information 
Born January 13, 1941 in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Raised in Excelsior, Minnesota. 

Married July 30, 1965 to Gail Eberhardt of Wichita, Kansas. 

Two children born December 26, 1967 and July 15, 1970. 
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