
Mary Gresham (Ph.D., ’92, Counseling 
Psychology), dean of the Graduate School of 
Education for the past 11 years, stepped down to 
take on a new role at UB facilitating educational 
engagement within the broader community. 
Gresham became vice provost for educational 
collaboration and engagement on July 1, 2012.

Jaekyung Lee, professor and associate dean for 
academic affairs in GSE, has been appointed to 
serve as interim dean while the school conducts a 
national search for a new dean.

Gresham’s numerous accomplishments as dean 
included: creating the Dr. Jean M. Alberti Center 
for the Prevention of Bullying Abuse and School 
Violence, which has become nationally recognized 
as a source for the latest research and advice on 
bullying; expanding the role of faculty leadership 
within the school; facilitating the move of the 
Department of Library and Information Science 
into GSE; and increasing international 
opportunities for the school. Prominent among 
these international accomplishments: developing 
a thriving distance education agenda, which 
currently accounts for 17% of the enrollment 
within GSE; creating a master’s degree in school 
counseling in Singapore; and initiating a 
partnership with Capital Normal University in 
Beijing that will lead to a new master’s degree 
program to teach Chinese as a second language 
with certification.

Gresham also doubled GSE research expenditures 
during the past six years, despite declining funding 
sources, and she has been recognized for her 
involvement in such peer groups as the Association 
of American Universities and community and 
educational associations devoted to improving 
education for children.

Reflecting on her years as dean, Gresham said 
her proudest accomplishment, in addition to 
substantially increasing philanthropy within 
the school, has been 
helping others use 
education as a way to 
empower themselves 
and help them reach 
their potential. “Being 
dean at the Graduate 
School of Education 
has allowed me to 
realize that aspiration 
and have even greater 
impact,” she said.

Gresham said that it has 
been “a pleasure and 
privilege” to work with 
faculty members who are devoted to making a 
difference in public education. “The faculty here 
are active researchers who have developed 
mutually respectful working relationships with 
the community,” she said. “They’re dedicated and 
committed to research that makes a difference 
and improves the lives of teachers, students, and 
communities.”

In her new position as UB vice provost for 
educational collaboration and engagement, 
Gresham will oversee an expanding set  
of responsibilities focused on educational 
engagement programs. “I am looking forward 
to building upon my experience in my new role 
to enhance the dialogue between the university 
and our community,” Gresham said.

Charles Anzalone, senior editor for University 
Communications, was a contributing writer 
for this story.
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The Graduate School of Education 
online master’s degree in rehabilita-
tion counseling has been ranked as 
the top online rehabilitation coun-
seling program in the nation. The 
number one ranking was given by 
bestrehabcounselingdegrees.com, a 
website dedicated to providing infor-
mation and insight into the best 
schools from which to obtain degrees 
in rehabilitation counseling.

The 48 credit-hour online program  
recently met the new accreditation 
standards set by the Council on Reha-
bilitation Education (CORE), which is 
the highest standard for rehabilitation 
counseling certification. CORE granted 
the online program eight years of full 
accreditation through 2020.

The program does not have any on-
campus requirements, and attracts 
students from as far away as Brazil, 
China, and Spain. 

Students enroll in two courses per  
semester during their first two years, 
and then complete an internship in 
their own communities during their 
final year. Upon completion of the 
program, students receive their mas-
ter’s degree and are also eligible to sit 
for the certified rehabilitation coun-
selor exam, a certification that is valid 
nationwide.

online Rehabilitation 
Counseling Program 
Ranked first Nationwide

t r a n s f o r m i n g  l i v e s  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n
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Charles “Chip” Zukoski, an internationally recognized scholar in chemical engineering, has been 
named provost and executive vice president for academic affairs at the University at Buffalo. 
Zukoski comes to UB from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, where he was the 
Elio Eliakim Tarika Chair of Chemical and Biomolecular Engineering. During his 17-year 
administrative career at the University of Illinois, he served in several key leadership positions, 
including a six-year tenure as vice chancellor for research.

“I was drawn to UB because it is experiencing a true renaissance right now,” said Zukoski. “The 
NYSUNY 2020 legislation has afforded us a once-in-a-generation opportunity to transform the 
university. President Tripathi and I believe that UB must define itself as distinct in order to continue 
attracting the best students and faculty and thus have the global impact to which we aspire. 
“The Graduate School of Education can play a crucial role in making UB distinct. Solving major 
social problems requires that we capture the talent of our citizens and unleash the creativity that 
characterizes the culture of UB and the nation. GSE has a vital role to play in achieving our goals.” 

The press release announcing the appointment of Zukoski, including details about his career 
accomplishments, is available at www.buffalo.edu/ubreporter/2012_04_05/provost_zukoski.

Zukoski Named New UB Provost

CHARlES ZukoSki

Dear GSE Alumni,

As interim dean of GSE, I am pleased to 
share with you the latest developments in 
our school. As many of you may already 
know, Dr. Mary Gresham has stepped 
down from her successful 11-year 
tenure as dean of our school to accept a 
new position within the university, vice 
provost for educational collaboration 
and engagement (see cover story). The 
university has launched a national 
search for a permanent dean for GSE. 

President Tripathi’s UB 2020 plan is well 
on track, and across UB, 250 faculty 
members are expected to be hired over 
the next five years. In GSE, six new 
faculty members joined us this fall (four 
tenure-track and clinical—see pages  
4 and 5—and two visiting), and a 
national search is underway to hire 

seven new tenure-track or tenured faculty members for next  
year. More information on these faculty searches can be found at 
gse.buffalo.edu/about/searches. 

Our faculty have been very productive in their research. During 
the past year, GSE faculty authored 126 publications, including 
78 journal articles, 9 books, and 33 book chapters, and they were 
also involved in 38 grants that totaled over $40 million. Hiring 
additional tenure-track faculty will further enhance our teaching 
and research capacity, and it is one of our top strategic priorities 
under the New York SUNY 2020 plan. 

During the summer, two of our programs received accreditation 
(see page 3). The Teacher Education Accreditation Council 
approved our teacher education program with accreditation  

status through June 11, 2019. The American Library Association 
granted continuing conditional accreditation to our master’s 
degree program in library science. 

GSE currently faces significant challenges as student enrollment 
in our teacher education programs has decreased, which reflects 
a national trend. School budget cuts and teacher layoffs have 
had chilling effects. The international market continues to grow, 
but the domestic market is declining. While we have an overall 
enrollment shortfall for this year, we are looking for new areas 
of potential enrollment growth while keeping up the quality of 
our existing programs. For example, GSE’s online master’s degree 
and certificate programs continue to grow, serving students 
worldwide, and accounting for 10% of our annual enrollment.

GSE is at a crossroads. We need stronger support than ever from 
you, our proud GSE alumni, in order to address the current 
challenges. The most critical question for all of us: What will 
make UB and GSE distinctive? Our new university leader, Provost 
Charles Zukoski, has challenged the university and GSE to identify 
what makes us distinctive in research, teaching, and service. What 
area of research does GSE want to become better known for? 
What will make prospective students choose GSE to help them 
succeed as 21st century educational leaders? How can we better 
serve our local community, state, and nation by having a stronger 
impact on P–20 education? I call for your active cooperation and 
support as we collectively respond to these questions that will 
shape the future of GSE. 

Sincerely,

Jaekyung Lee
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The GSE teacher education program has 
been granted accreditation by the Teacher 
Education Accreditation Council (TEAC) 
for a period of seven years, from June 
11, 2012 to June 11, 2019. The program 
is administered through the Teacher 
Education Institute, which works in 
conjunction with the departments of 
Learning and Instruction; Educational 
Leadership and Policy; and Counseling, 
School, and Educational Psychology, to 

provide the coursework, field experiences, 
and student teaching required for New 
York State initial teacher certification 
in early childhood, childhood, and 
adolescence education.

The master of library science program, 
administered through the Department of 
Library and Information Studies, has been 
granted conditional accreditation by the 
American Library Association Committee 

on Accreditation (ALA-COA), with a 
comprehensive review scheduled for 
Spring 2015. Students enrolled in the 
master of library science program before 
or during the review period of 2012–2015, 
who successfully complete their program 
of study and their degree requirements 
before Spring 2017, will earn a master’s 
degree in library science from an  
ALA accredited program just as they have 
since 1972.

GSE PRoGRAm ACCREditAtioN uPdAtES

With the widespread use of computers in every 
aspect of our lives and the rapid expansion of the 
World Wide Web, massive collections of digital text, 
images, audio, and video are being generated at a pace 
never before matched. Supporting seamless access to 
multilingual and multimedia information demands 
the development of sophisticated search technologies 
and a deep understanding of interactions among 
users, information, and technology. My research has 
focused on cross-language information retrieval and 
e-discovery.

Cross-language information retrieval tackles the problem 
of searching information written in one language with 
queries in another language. My earlier research focused 
on retrieval techniques using translations obtained from 
bilingual dictionaries or machine translation systems. 
I found the effectiveness of these techniques is often 
limited due to poor lexical coverage or lack of flexibility 
for tuning search algorithms. As more parallel corpora 
(collections of text placed alongside its translation) 
became available and statistical translation models 
continued to improve, I turned my attention to corpus-
based approaches. My recent work is exemplified 
by the development of a cross-language meaning 
matching model that combines bidirectional translation 
knowledge and synonymy learned automatically from 
parallel corpora. Many experiments have shown that the 
model can significantly improve retrieval effectiveness. I 
have also demonstrated that many previous techniques 
of cross-language information retrieval are special cases 
of this model.

My research also extends to cross-language spoken 
document retrieval in which the text being searched 
is generated from automatic speech recognition. I have 
studied how speech recognition outputs at sub-word 

level, structured queries, and clean side collections 
can be used to compensate for errors of transcribing 
broadcast news, as well as the Shoah Foundation’s audio 
interviews with the Holocaust survivors, witnesses, and 
rescuers. In addition, I have investigated the usefulness 
and limitations of automatically generated translations 
in supporting users’ tasks of document selection, query 
formulation, and query refinement across the language 
barrier; this line of research falls into the broader field 
of multilingual information access.

Another area of my research is e-discovery, the 
problem of searching business documents for 
litigation or government investigation. In 2006, a 
new requirement by the U. S. Federal Rules of Civil 
Procedures established the inclusion of “electronically 
stored information” as evidence. Leading a team at the 
University at Buffalo, I have studied the effectiveness 
of state-of-the-art ranked retrieval technology for 
e-discovery, query formulation techniques, and factors 
influencing relevance judgments for e-discovery.  

Currently, I am expanding my research to the more 
general problem of information retrieval under 
uncertainty, which concerns the search of documents 
generated from a noisy statistical process; examples 
of that process include automatic speech recognition, 
optical character recognition, and statistical 
translation. The key challenge is to design retrieval 
techniques that are robust enough to lessen the 
noise while maximizing retrieval effectiveness. For 
e-discovery, I am continuing my research on relevance 
criteria and relevance taxonomy by analyzing litigation 
cases. As more and more business documents are 
created in different languages and non-text formats, I 
believe multilingual/multimedia e-discovery will soon 
become another attractive line of research.

Associate Professor
Department of  
Library and  
Information Studies

(716) 645-1478
jw254@buffalo.edu

Supporting Access to Foreign  
Language Collections and 
Business Documents:  
Cross-Language Information and E-Discovery

faculty 
focus

3gse.bu f f a l o. edu

JiANQiANG WANG

http://gse.buffalo.edu


Rosa do Amaral (Ph.D. ’03, 
Counselor Education) is the 
coordinator of the Department 
of Family Therapy and the 
internship program at PIN, 
a center for the support and 
development of children with 
developmental disabilities in 
Carcavelos, Portugal. 
In 1994, Amaral began a clinical 
practice after receiving her 
degree in clinical psychology 
from the Superior Institute 
of Applied Psychology in 
Lisbon, Portugal. In 1999, she 
earned her master’s degree in 
rehabilitation counseling from 

the University at Buffalo, and became a certified rehabilitation 
counselor. 
After completing her doctoral degree at UB, Amaral returned to 
Portugal in 2004 and offered 60-hour and 70-hour trainings in 
rehabilitation counseling through the Department of Psychology at 
the University of Lisbon. From 2004 to 2012, she practiced clinical, 
group, family, and couples counseling at CADIn, directed their 
Department on Support and Family Intervention, and coordinated 
their internship program. 
A member of the International Family Therapy Association, Amaral 
has made presentations about her own model of intervention for 
families and couples that have children with disabilities at annual 
conferences in Canada, Japan, Norway, Scotland, Slovenia, and 
Sweden. In Portugal, she has been a guest speaker in congress.
Amaral launched a blog in March 2012, focusing on issues 
impacting families and couples that have children with disabilities. 
Her blog has been read by more than 20,000 people. Amaral is also 
working with the GSE Center on Rehabilitation Synergy to create 
a partnership between UB, PIN, and a Portuguese university that 
will open the UB online master’s degree program in rehabilitation 
counseling to Portuguese students, with a target date of Fall 2013.

Andrew Roth (Ph.D. ’99, 
Social Foundations) has been 
the president of Notre Dame 
College of Ohio since 2003. 
Located in South Euclid, 
OH, Notre Dame College is a 
Catholic coeducational career-
oriented liberal arts institution 
of 2,000 students. The college’s 
mission is to educate a diverse 
population in the liberal arts 
for personal, professional, and 
global responsibility. 
During his tenure as president, 
Roth has positioned Notre 
Dame College as one of the 
premier small, baccalaureate 

colleges in the Great Lakes Region. He redesigned the college’s 
admissions recruiting system and financial aid operation, tripled 
enrollment, and more than doubled the number of full-time faculty 
members, as well as the institution’s endowment fund. He was also 
instrumental in helping the college secure accreditation status 
from the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education. 
Previously, Roth was the vice president for academic affairs and 
the dean of Mercyhurst College in Erie, PA. During his 29 years 
at Mercyhurst, Roth also served as vice president of information 
and enrollment services, vice president of enrollment, dean of 
enrollment, director of admissions and financial aid, associate 
professor of business, and assistant professor of English and 
communication. He also founded the college’s Communication 
Department and its women’s soccer team, which qualified for the 
NCAA Final Four in only its third season.
Roth published the book College Savings and the Tax Code: A New 
Spin on the Who Pays for Higher Education? Debate (2001, Garland), 
as well as a variety of articles, book reviews, and monographs. 
He previously served on the editorial boards of College Student 
Retention: Research, Theory and Practice and the Journal of Higher 
Education Marketing. He is also a frequent presenter at conferences 
and workshops.

joins the Department 
of Counseling, School, 
and Educational Psy-
chology as a clinical 
assistant professor. He 
earned his Ph.D. in 
counselor education 
from the University of 

Maryland. His research interests include  
the college aspirations, preparation, and  
attainment of Latino youth and English  
language learners; the leadership role of 
school counselors; and college readiness in 
high minority, low income schools. Tosado 
was previously an elementary teacher and a 
school counselor.

(Ph.D. ’11, Foreign 
and Second Language 
Education) joins the 
Department of Educa-
tional Leadership and 
Policy as a clinical as-
sistant professor and 
assistant director of 
the Center for Com-

parative and Global Studies in Education  
(CCGSE). Her research interests include trans-
formative educational practices; language 
and identity development in multilingual 
societies; and multimodal pedagogy. Kim 
plans to establish CCGSE as a hub to connect, 
support, and strengthen the work of faculty, 
students, and the global community. 

(M.L.S. ’01, Library Sci-
ence) joins the Depart-
ment of Library and 
Information Studies as 
a clinical assistant  
professor. She earned 
her Ed.D. in executive 
leadership from St. 
John Fisher College in 

Rochester, and has conducted research on the 
collaborative practices of elementary teachers 
and librarians in urban schools. Lloyd has 
served as the supervisor of libraries for the 
Buffalo Public Schools and the director of the 
Rochester School Library System, where she 
secured and managed grants that helped to 
improve libraries for underprivileged youth.
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Kathleen Alfano (Ph.D. 
’96, Elementary Education) 
is the senior director of the 
Fisher-Price Play Lab, where 
she provides child develop-
ment and play expertise to 
the product designers and 
engineers, as well as for the 
company’s web content and 
articles. Alfano also sup-
plies childhood development 
consultative services for or-
ganizations such as the Toy 
Industry Association and the 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission.  
Alfano joined Fisher-Price in 

1979 as a child research department educator and researcher. In 
her tenure, she has evolved the Play Lab, founded in 1961, into 
the toy industry’s most respected—and often-emulated—research 
center on childhood development and play. 
As a global ambassador of play, Alfano has traveled around the 
world—from South America to the Far East—to study learning, 
play and different cultures, and to speak about her child 
development research. As a published expert, she has been invited 
to keynote at a variety of international conferences where she has 
discussed an array of topics including the importance of play in a 
child’s development, how to make toys for a global market, how 
play builds brainpower, and how toys boost intelligence. 
As an active member of the early childhood learning community, 
Alfano holds professional affiliations with the International Toy 
Researchers Association; the Human Factors and Ergonomics 
Society; the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children; the Association for Childhood Education International; 
the Association for Supervision; and the International Reading 
Association. In addition, Alfano is a sought-after speaker at 
conferences and a published author on the topic of early childhood 
development and play, writing numerous articles, columns, and 
chapters for publications around the world.

Steven Galbraith (M.L.S. ’98, 
Library Science) is the cura-
tor of the Cary Graphic Arts 
Collection at the Roches-
ter Institute of Technology 
(RIT), one of the country’s 
premier libraries on graph-
ic communication history 
and practices. Prior to join-
ing RIT, he was the Andrew 
W. Mellon curator of books  
at the Folger Shakespeare 
Library in Washington, DC; 
visiting professor and cura-
tor of early modern books 
and manuscripts at The Ohio 
State University; and social 

sciences and humanities reference librarian at the University of 
Maine, Orono. He holds a Ph.D. in English literature from The 
Ohio State University.
Galbraith is the author of books and articles on English Renaissance 
literature, printing history, rare book librarianship, and book 
conservation and digitization. He most recently authored Edges 
of Books: Specimens of Edge Decoration from RIT Cary Graphic 
Arts Collection and co-authored Rare Book Librarianship: An 
Introduction and Guide. In 2011, he co-curated the exhibition 
Manifold Greatness: The Creation and Afterlife of the King James 
Bible at the Folger Shakespeare Library.
Galbraith is currently collaborating with a diverse group of scholars 
on 3D modeling of historical artifacts, and the use of technology 
such as digital imaging and optical character recognition in 
recovering or deciphering lost texts.
Galbraith fondly recalls his time at UB. He earned his master’s 
degree under the direction and mentorship of John Ellison; he 
worked with Blake Carver as co-webmaster of the M.L.S. distance 
learning program; and worked as a graduate research assistant 
at the Multidisciplinary Center for Earthquake Engineering 
Research Information Service. He considers these experiences to 
be foundational in his approaches to librarianship.

joins the Department of 
Library and Information 
Studies as an assistant 
professor. She earned  
her Ph.D. in information  
and library science from  
the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill.  
VanScoy’s research inter-

ests include professional work and practitioner 
thinking in library and information science, 
particularly how practitioners’ thoughts,  
beliefs, and values shape the practice of refer-
ence and information services. Before coming 
to UB, VanScoy was a reference and instruc-
tional services librarian and a library manager 
at the North Carolina State University libraries.
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SUNY Distinguished 
Professor Lois Weis, 
from the Department 
of Educational Leader-
ship and Policy, has 
been elected to mem-
bership in the National 
Academy of Education 
(NAEd). The academy 
advances the highest 

quality education research and its use in policy 
formation and practice. Founded in 1965, NAEd 
consists of U.S. members and foreign associates 
who are elected on the basis of outstanding schol-
arship related to education.
Weis is considered one of the most preeminent 
researchers in the world today on economic and 
social class issues as they broadly relate to schools 
and educational institutions. Her ethnographic 

research has provided new ways to understand 
and further study the connections between and 
among social class, race, gender, schooling, and 
the global economy, and she is widely known for 
breaking new theoretical and methodological 
ground related to these issues.

During her 35-year career, Weis has been a pro-
lific scholar, having authored or co-authored 23 
books, 60 journal articles, and 45 book chapters. 
Her research has been supported by grants from 
the Association for Institutional Research, Carn-
egie Foundation, National Science Foundation, 
and the Spencer Foundation, and she has been on 
the editorial boards of numerous leading journals 
in education. Most recently, Weis served as an 
editor of the American Educational Research  
Journal, widely considered the most prestigious 
research journal in the education field.

Lois Weis Elected to National 
Academy of Education
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The mission of the Alden Central 
School District (www.aldenschools.
org) is to encourage the development 
of lifelong learners who will become 
responsible adults. By emphasizing 
the necessary knowledge, skills, and 
attitudes in a safe and nurturing 
environment, graduates will be 
prepared to lead rewarding and 
successful lives.

The district serves over 1,700 
students and comprises three 
schools: the primary school (grades 
K–3), the middle school (grades 
4–8), and the high school (grades 

9–12). Administrators, teachers, and support personnel work in 
concert to design and provide a well-articulated curriculum and 
instructional program based upon New York State standards, 
research-based practices, 21st century skills, and the professional 
experiences of educators. The goal of this cooperative effort is to meet 
the individual instructional needs of each student to prepare them for 
college and career readiness. 

Parents, staff, and the community work together to build strong 
relationships that foster positive educational experiences for the 
district’s students. Alden Schools work with a variety of organizations 
to expand on those experiences, including the University at Buffalo. 
Several district educators are alumni of the UB Graduate School of 
Education. Among these alumni are Superintendent Lynn Fusco 

(Ph.D. ’93, Elementary Education); High School Principal Kevin 
Ryan (Certification ’02, Educational Administration); and Director of 
Instructional & Information Technology/Chief Information Officer 
Frank Rizzo (Certification ’99, Educational Administration). Ryan 
and Rizzo are graduates of the Leadership Initiative for Tomorrow’s 
Schools (LIFTS) program, which prepares students for New York 
State certification as school leaders.

Collaborative research projects between Alden Schools and UB have 
proved to be mutually beneficial. Alden elementary teachers Dorene 
Yates and Chris Shively teamed up with GSE Associate Professor 
Christine Wang to develop science inquiry by implementing a 
science inquiry curriculum with kindergarten students. Shively also 
worked with GSE Professor Randy Yerrick, who leveraged digital 
microscopes, cameras, and science probes from local businesses, 
along with laptops from UB, to implement inquiry science teaching 
strategies with third graders. Under the guidance of Sharon Raimondi, 
director of the UB joint doctoral program in special education, and 
Research Assistant Professor Anne Perrault, teachers worked with 
students on a “Multimodal Booktalking Project.” Melissa Sims, a 
GSE master’s degree student in early childhood education, worked 
with Alden elementary students to model reading with expression, as 
district students prepared for their school play. 

“The Alden Central School District is looking forward to continuing 
its partnership with UB,” said Superintendent Fusco. “We feel that by 
working together, we can inspire a love for education in the students 
of today, which will provide benefits for these students as they move 
through their lives.”

Encouraging Lifelong Learning  
and Collaboration

The Alberti Center for Bullying Abuse Prevention, led by Director Amanda Nickerson, 
is supported by a 16-member advisory council. A diverse group of local, national, and 
international educators and professionals from not-for-profit and profit organizations 
comprise the council. Members serve a three-year term with an option for a second term.
The primary purposes of the advisory council include: creating the context for the center’s 
mission; promoting awareness and recognition by disseminating information; advising 
the director on issues relevant to the center; supporting activities and providing feedback 
with regard to fundraising; and identifying beneficial documents on bullying abuse 
prevention for use by educators, parents, youth, and researchers.
Since its inception, the council has helped craft the Alberti Center mission statement, 
which is to reduce bullying abuse in schools and in the community by contributing 
knowledge and providing evidence-based tools to effectively change the language, 
attitudes, and behaviors of educators, parents, students, and society. 
To support the mission of the center, the council also helped create the Early Career Award. This award recognizes an individual who has made 
exemplary scholarly contributions to the field of bullying abuse prevention and conducted research that has the potential to influence practice and 
policy. The 2012 recipient of the award is Maria Ttofi, postdoctoral fellow at the Institute of Criminology, University of Cambridge, whose research 
has focused on the long-term outcomes for perpetrators of bullying and the effectiveness of bullying prevention programs.

A roster of the Alberti Center Advisory Council members and the Alberti Center staff is available at gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/edu.

Alberti Center Advisory Council

school district
spotlight
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Robert Christmann has been named the executive director 
of the Western New York Educational Service Council, 
replacing Bren Price who retired. The council, which was 
created in 1949, is the Graduate School of Education’s direct 
link to school districts throughout Western New York, 
providing support services to school administrators and 
boards of education.
During his 45-year educational career, Christmann has served 
as an elementary and middle school teacher, an elementary 
and secondary principal, an assistant superintendent for 
curriculum and instruction, and for the last 22 years, as 
a superintendent. Since 2007, Christmann had been the 
superintendent of the Grand Island School District.
Christmann is an adjunct faculty member in the New York 
State Superintendent Development Program at SUNY Oswego. 
This yearlong program prepares administrators to become 
future superintendents. Christmann received a certificate of 
advanced study as a school district administrator from Buffalo 
State College, as well as a master’s degree in education.

He currently serves superintendents on state and national 
levels as the past president of the New York State Council 
of School Superintendents, as well as a member of the 
Governing Board of the American Association of School 
Administrators. Christmann has spoken at a variety of 
conferences and workshops, and he is active in service 
organizations and community activities. His leadership and 
service to educational and civic groups have earned him 
numerous awards.

Christmann is excited about this new opportunity in his 
educational career. “The Western New York Educational 
Service Council has a rich history of providing vital 
educational services to our community,” said Christmann. 
“I’m honored to follow in the footsteps of our recent 
executive directors Bren Price, and before him, Vince 
Coppola. I look forward to building on the outstanding 
leadership examples they set in helping to fulfill the mission 
of the service council.”

WNYESC Appoints New Executive Director

For someone who loved to teach as much as I, it was surprising that 
I did not miss teaching after retiring. Perhaps, in hindsight, that’s 
because I really didn’t leave all that I love about teaching—namely, the 
mastery of fundamentals, the acquisition of knowledge, the search for 
deeper understanding and new applications, the creativity involved 
in adapting to learner differences—but just changed the subject from 
educational psychology to music.

For the past three years, for example, I’ve been the director and 
composer/arranger for Genteel Voices, an ensemble of sixteen singers, 
a drummer, and a pianist. Bringing her considerable talents to the 
latter position is my wife Linda, who is also an accomplished and active 
church organist. Genteel Voices is a subgroup of a larger community 
chorus, the Colony Chorus, which just appointed me acting director.

Speaking of our 55-plus retirement community, my visiting cousin 
exclaimed: “You live in paradise!” It is indeed a lovely community 
of about 1,600 homes in Murrieta, with activities ranging from yoga 
and golf (in which I do not participate) to tennis and theater arts 
(in which I do). Complementing the active lifestyle are the facts that 
(as the song says) “It never rains in Southern California” and snow 
shovels are a distant memory. (In case you’re wondering, I refuse 
to say anything negative about earthquakes, because I’d like to be 
remembered as being generous to a fault.)

Despite my change of focus and venue, I have not entirely retired 
from writing and thinking about topics dear to the hearts of 
educational researchers. With the stimulation and leadership 
provided by my colleague Jim Lalley (UB alumnus and associate 
professor of education, D’Youville College), three publications have 
appeared since I retired: “Classroom Assessment and Grading to 
Assure Mastery” (2009, Theory Into Practice); “Adapting Instruction 

to Individuals: What Should It Mean?” 
(2009, International Journal of Teaching and 
Learning in Higher Education); and the fourth 
edition of Educational Psychology (2012, 
Kendall/Hunt).  

In addition, my son Doug (associate professor 
of psychology, Iowa State University) has 
me working on a theoretical paper, having 
previously included me in a Journal of Youth 
and Adolescence article on “Violent Video 
Games as Exemplary Teachers” (2008). 
As a father, I must brag a bit: this year the 
Princeton Review named Doug one of 
America’s Top 300 Best Professors for his 
undergraduate teaching.

As the above paragraphs made abundantly clear, there are many 
reasons for me to be grateful. Prominent among them are the 35 years 
I spent in the Graduate School of Education working with talented and 
energetic students and colleagues; teaching and traveling abroad in staff 
development programs in Nigeria and Singapore, and on sabbatical 
leaves in Japan, China, Ireland, and Australia; and collaborating 
across disciplines with UB medical and nursing school faculty, as well 
as the Center for Teaching and Learning Resources (now called the 
UB Teaching and Learning Center). I cherish the friendships I made 
socially, on the tennis courts, and yes, even on committees! 

Thanks, GSE. Keep up your excellent work.

J. Ronald Gentile welcomes correspondence at 
40189 Via Marisa, Murrieta, CA 92562.

Whatever Happened to Ron Gentile?

emeritus
spotlight
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the Crystal Society
($10,000 and above)
Dr. Jean M. Alberti
Dr. Catherine Cornbleth
Council of Michigan  
 Foundations, Inc.
Mrs. Florence P. Edlin, CERT   
 ‘46, B.S. ‘39, B.A. ‘39
H.W. Wilson Foundation, Inc.

($5,000 to $9,999)
Mrs. Mary Kirsch Boehm, 
 Ed.M. ‘60 and Mr.   
 Raymond F. Boehm
Buffalo Free-Net, Inc.
Coimbra Group
Dr. and Mrs. S. David Farr
Dr. James O. Schnur
Dr. Dagobert Soergel

the millennium 
Society
($1,000 to $4,999)
Dr. Jean A. Barrett
Mrs. Libby Duryea
Dr. Daniel J. Fahey and  
 Dr. Maria Runfola
Dr. William M. Feigenbaum
Ms. Mary Jane Meincke Heider
Dr. Betty J. Krist, Ed.D. ‘80
Dr. Arthur E. Levine
Ms. Phyllis M. Pulver
Mrs. Kathryn Sanders Rieder
Ms. Doris C. Rising
Mr. John A. Stevenson and   
 Ms. Nancy R. Nelson
Ms. Marsha L. Valenti
Verizon Foundation

the dean’s Associates
($500 to $999)
Mr. Neal Felsinger
Ms. Barbara J. Granite
Miss Analine S. Hicks
Ms. Suzanne M. Jacobs
Ms. Ann L. Kutner
Dr. John L. Margolis
Mr. Jason G. Skalski
Dr. Margaret A. Sloan
Mrs. Shirley B. Terwilliger
Dr. Jing-Hua Yin

the leadership Circle
($250 to $499)
AETNA Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Julia C. Ahearn
Dr. Rao Aluri
Ms. Mariam Assefa
Mr. Frank Austin
Mr. Glen E. Avery
Miss Brenda B. Benzin
Dr. Peter Briechle
Ms. Melanie Bunch
Mr. Edmund W. Burke
Dr. Thomas J. Caulfield
Dr. Vincent J. Coppola
Mrs. June J. Crawford
Mr. Charles T. Dabkowski
Dr. Mary Anne Doyle
Dr. Stephen C. Dunnett
Mr. Jeffrey W. Duryea
Dr. Joseph F. Engemann
Ms. Thelma A. Farley
Mr. Robert P. Farwell Jr.
Mr. John F. Foschio
Dr. Gerald P. Glose
Dr. Frank L. Heikkila
IBM International Foundation
Mr. Daniel J. Impastato
Jefferies & Company, Inc.
Dr. Octavia M. Kennedy
Dr. Kathleen Kreis
Ms. Ruth Ann Krotman-Mendel
Mr. Michael R. Lucidi Jr.
Ms. Katherine R. Mckee-Boggs
Mr. George M. Needham
Dr. Katharyn E. K. Nottis
Mrs. Michelle L. Rahal
Dr. Douglas M. Scheidt
Dr. Willard C. Schum
Dr. David E. Shubert
Mr. Crispian L. Sievenpiper
Dr. James G. Skalski
Dr. Jonathan L. Treible
Mr. Leroy Wiggins Sr.
Mr. Glenn V. Woike

the Century Club
($100 to $249)
Mr. Paul C. Abbarno
Dr. Sessi S. Aboh
Dr. Robert R. Agthe
Dr. Linda A. Akanbi
Dr. Samuel J. Alessi Jr.

Dr. Joseph A. Alutto
Dr. Sarah M. Anderson
Mrs. Rita Citta Antolena
Dr. Robert L. Bailey
Dr. Paul Charles Baker
Bank of America Matching   
 Gifts Program
Dr. Ursuline R. Bankhead
Dr. Catherine F. Battaglia
Mrs. Karen L. Beacher
Ms. Teresa A. Beaton-Corrigan
Mrs. Lorraine R. Bercoon
Ms. Diane M. Beres
Dr. Jennifer E. Berke
Dr. Mira Berkley
Mrs. Jennifer H. Bieber
Dr. Hugh Ronald Black
Dr. John R. Boronkay
Dr. James W. Bourg
Dr. Michele C. Boyer
Dr. John P. Brennan
Mr. Robert F. Brewster
Dr. David S. Brown
Dr. John W. Burns
Ms. Marcia F. Capone
Ms. Janice E. Carrel
Dr. Donald E. Carter
Dr. Julie B. Caton
Dr. Jody A. Cave
Mr. R. Lance Chaffee
Dr. Robert J. Cinelli
Mrs. Margaret N. Cochran
Dr. Cornelius Cosgrove
Mrs. Sharon R. Costantini
Mrs. Jacqueline A. Costanza
Mr. Philip G. Craig
Dr. Mark J. Crawford
Dr. Estelle M. Crino
Ms. Ellen L. Cronk
Dr. Michael E. Cross
Mr. James D. Czerwinski
Mrs. Karen M. Daly
Dr. Debra L. Dechert
Mr. Douglas A. DeMarco
Dr. Peter E. Demmin, Ed.D.   
 ‘78, M.S. ‘68, B.A. ‘59  
 and Ruth M. Demmin
Mr. Dana C. Drake
Ms. Connie K. Duff
Mrs. Ruth H. Dugan
Mr. Allen W. Duke
Mrs. Karen E. Ebersman

Dr. Winifred Ellenchild Pinch
Mr. Jay W. Elliott
Ms. Mary Joan Ellison
Mrs. Pepy Ettinger
Dr. Gregory A. Fabiano
Mr. Steven Bennett Farbman
Mrs. Terri A. Faut
Ms. Ellen M. Fenimore
Mrs. Claudia G. Fischer
Dr. Larnell D. Flannagan
Ms. Julia A. Fleeman
Mrs. Joan P. Fleming
Ms. Jennifer L. Forth
Ms. Deborah J. Fowler
Ms. Nora Fung
Mrs. Judith Terk Futterman
Dr. Clifton G. Ganyard
GE Foundation
Mr. Jeffrey R. Gentner
Mr. David A. Gervase
Mrs. Margaret C. Giles
Ms. Marjorie E. Gillies
Dr. John W. Glenn Jr.
Dr. Meryl S. Goldman
Mr. Thomas A. Goodwin
Mr. Robert K. Goody
Mrs. Joanne Gordon
Grand Island High School
Monsignor Gerard L. Green
Dr. William J. Grobe III
Mrs. Courtney A. Guarneiri
Mrs. Nancy B. Guemes
Mr. David G. Haggstrom
Mr. Shaun J. Hardy
Ms. Yasmin Sokkar Harker
Ms. Elizabeth B. Harten
Mr. Paul G. Hashem
Ms. Deborah Ann Heim
Mr. Michael J. Herrmann
Dr. Richard A. Hitzges
Dr. J. Norman Hostetter
Mr. William G. Houston
Dr. John O. Hunter
Dr. Chinwe H. Ikpeze
Dr. Salvatore J. Illuzzi
Ms. Dorothy A. Ipolito
Ms. Mary Jean Jakubowski
Mr. Vincent P. James
Dr. Gladdys C. Johansen
Mr. William R. Johnson
Ms. Brigitte V. Kallen
Mr. Dennis P. Kalp

July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012

A simple “thank you” for your continuing support of the Graduate School of 
Education. Year after year, you, our loyal alumni, corporations, foundations, and 
friends, take time out of your busy lives to make contributions that will further 
the mission of GSE. Although we come from varied walks of life, all of us share 
an appreciation for the impact that education has on our communities, from the 
smallest local school districts to the largest international research universities. 
Your generous donations are making the world a better place through education. 
On behalf of our school, a sincere, appreciative, and simple “thank you.”

Jaekyung lee 
interim dean, Graduate School of Education

A Simple “thank You”

Dr. Andrew E. Karantinos
Dr. Karen S. Karmazin
Mr. James J. Kavanagh
Mrs. Denise B. Kelleher
Mrs. Michelle J. Kelly
Ms. Cynthia A. Kerchoff
Mrs. Susan J. Ketzer
Mr. James M. Kirkpatrick
Ms. Karen L. Kirwan
Mrs. Linda Z. Knipe
Ms. Gail L. Kreyer
Mr. Thomas A. Kriger
Dr. Daniel J. Kuna
Mr. William K. Lai
Mr. Don E. Lawrence Jr.
Dr. Jerome I. Leventhal
Dr. Rebecca Lewis
Miss Sun-Ling Liew
Dr. Xiufeng Liu
Mrs. Kathleen S. Lundberg
Ms. Mary P. Lyons
Ms. Lorraine T. Maggio
Ms. Donna L. Malecki
Ms. Lois W. Mallinson
Ms. Janet J. Mather, Ed.M.  
 ‘87, B.A. ‘85
Mr. Paul D. Matty
Mr. Pedro L. Maymi
Mr. Donald A. McAndrew
Dr. John E. McKenna
Dr. Marian Catherine Meyers
Dr. Maria J. Meyerson
Ms. Arlene M. Miles
Dr. Karen L. Miller
Dr. Barbara B. Moran
Mrs. Gloria B. Morris
Ms. Trisha M. Morse
Mrs. Krista S. Moyer
Dr. Emmett C. Murphy
Ms. Joyce E. Myszka
Dr. Valerie M. Nesset
Mr. James D. Noel
Occidental Petroleum  
 Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Helen M. O’Connell
Mrs. Constance P. O’Connor
Mr. Martin F. Onieal
Dr. Hiroshi Ota
Miss Carol A. Owen
Ms. Jean M. Parker
Dr. Wendy A. Paterson
Dr. Albert J. Pautler Jr.
Mrs. Jane Edmister Penner
Dr. Athos Petrou
Mrs. Tina B. Prensky
Dr. Amira Proweller
Dr. Christopher R. Quinn
Hon. John F. Quinn
Mr. Thomas M. Ramming
Mrs. Jean E. Ramsell
Mr. Donald W. Raw
Mrs. Carol J. Richards
Dr. William C. Ritz
Mrs. Marilyn A. Rosen
Mrs. Florence C. Rott
Mrs. Harriet W. Sacks
Mr. James R. Sahlem
Ms. Charlene Judd Saweikis
Dr. Mary Wurm Schaar
Ms. Kathryn V. Scheuerman
Mrs. Maureen A. Schloss
Dr. Eileen M. Schoaff
Mrs. Susan C. Schroeder
Miss Iris E. Segal
Mr. Arthur L. Serotte
Dr. Mary Pat Seurkamp
Mrs. Carol L. Sheffer
Mr. Leon D. Shkolnik

Ms. Emily M. Sityar
Dr. Maureen A. Smith
Dr. Peter N. Smits
Mr. Robert G. Sorensen
Mrs. Anne G. Spadone
Dr. Elaine M. Spaull
Ms. Jean M. Speaker
Mr. Gerald M. Spinley
Mr. Charles E. Stebbins
Ms. Mary Ann Stegmeier
Mrs. Lillie P. W. Stephens
Dr. Radhika Suresh
Mrs. Dorothy S. Tao
Dr. Gerald L. Thomas
Dr. Antoinette Tiburzi
Dr. Sheila Marie Trzcinka
Mrs. Janet R. Utts
Mrs. Kim M. Vaccaro
Mr. Joseph Varga
Dr. Francisco M. Vasquez
Ms. Jeanne M. Vinal
Mr. Michael K. Walsh
Ms. Karen I. Ward
Mrs. Carolyn B. Weil
Dr. Jeanne Weiler
Dr. Richard A. Wiesen
Ms. Anne M. Wiley
Dr. Ross J. Willink
Dr. Everette L. Witherspoon
Mr. Wan Chung Wu
Mrs. Hope E. Young
Mr. Joseph M. Zahn
Dr. Joseph L. Zawicki
Mrs. Tina A. Zayhowski
Dr. Liang Zhao
Dr. Rita M. Zientek
Ms. Julie A. Zimmerman
Mr. Walter J. Zoller

the loyalty Guild
($1 to $99)
Ms. Lily Abdallah
Dr. Jack Ables
Ms. Eleonora B. Abrahamer
Ms. Dawn Michelle Achatz
Mr. Loren J. Adams
Mrs. Lona W. Allendoerfer
Mr. Alan T. Alterbaum
Dr. Sharon R. Amos
Mrs. Antoinette M. Andolina
Dr. Maria E. Angelova
Anonymous
Ms. Lisa J. Aragona
Ms. Tonette M. Aronica
Mrs. Deborah L. Aronoff
Dr. Mila A. Aroskar
Mrs. Ann C. Ayers
Ms. Susan Bagdasarian
Mr. John L. Baier
Dr. Nancy M. Bailey
Mrs. Marilyn H. Baker
Dr. Stanley B. Baker
Mrs. Diane C. Balodis
Mr. Jon F. Barleben
Dr. Joseph W. Barnes
Ms. Lizabeth A. Barrett
Dr. Christopher G. Barrick
Mrs. Marlana K. Barry, Ed.M. ‘92
Mrs. Sylvia T. Barry
Dr. Roy K. Bartoo
Ms. Karen Basher
Dr. Virginia Ann Batchelor
Ms. Stacy E. Batchen
Mr. Howard C. Bateman Jr.
Mrs. Esther B. Bates
Mrs. Lesley S. Battaglia
Mrs. Gail Bauser
Ms. Terrijor J. Beale

honor roll
of donors



Professor Emeritus Herbert Foster has 
established the Anita G. and Herbert 
L. Foster Learning and Instruction 
Scholarship, which supports students 
pursuing degrees in literacy or 
special education. Foster created the 
scholarship to honor his late wife 
Anita, who earned her master’s (Ed.M. 
’77, Elementary Reading Education) 
and doctorate (Ed.D. ’85, Reading 
Education) degrees from the University 

at Buffalo. Her dissertation researched the reading habits of gifted children.  

Anita Foster taught elementary school for 12 years before she became the 
reading specialist at Maple West Elementary School in the Williamsville 
Central School District. As the reading specialist, she organized and developed 
the school’s reading center, which was cited by the New York State Education 
Department as an exemplary program. Upon her retirement after 18 years, 
the Maple West Elementary Primary Courtyard was opened and dedicated 
to Dr. Anita G. Foster. She was named the first president of the Graduate 
School of Education Alumni Association in 1991, and in 1993 she received 
the Outstanding Alumni Award from the Department of Learning and 
Instruction’s Graduate Student Association. In addition, she worked with 
reading students as an adjunct assistant professor at UB.

Herbert Foster served GSE for 28 years and, prior to joining UB, he was a 
teacher and administrator in the New York City Public Schools for 17 years. 
For the 1989–1990 semesters he was named a SUNY BEST Faculty Fellow, a 
faculty recognition program that brought top SUNY faculty into the New York 
City Public Schools for one week. Herbert earned his master’s degree from the 
New York University School of Education and his doctorate from Columbia 
University Teachers College. For three years he hosted Inside Edition, a half 

hour weekly educational interview 
program on WBFO 88.7 FM, the 
National Public Radio affiliate in 
Buffalo, New York.

The initial recipients of the Anita G. 
and Herbert L. Foster Learning and 
Instruction Scholarship are David 
Fronczak and Chad White, both 
master’s degree students in literacy 
education in the Department of 
Learning and Instruction. Fronczak is 
a K–5 reading specialist at St. Amelia 
School in Tonawanda, working 
with kindergarten, fourth, and fifth 
grade readers. He plans to pursue a 
doctoral degree in literacy and wants to serve professionally as a literacy staff 
development specialist and/or a professor of teacher education.

White, certified to teach social studies at the adolescent level, is an academic 
coach for the Liberty Partnerships Program, working with at-risk youth at East 
High School in Buffalo. He mentors students with academic and behavioral 
issues, as well as issues related to career exploration and college exploration. 
White is interested in a doctoral program where he can study effective 
strategies and techniques that can be used with struggling adolescent readers 
and writers.

“I’m impressed with the initial recipients of the scholarship,” said Foster. 
“These two students have outstanding classroom experience, and they are 
deeply committed to the literacy field. I’m happy that the scholarship will help 
these and future students; to honor my late wife Anita, and to give back to UB 
for all it has done for the both of us.” 
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Mr. David R. Beiter
Mr. Isai E. Bejarano
Mr. Robert Bentkowski
Ms. Wendy E. Bergman
Ms. Deanna M. Berwanger
Mr. Matthew M. Best
Ms. Frances Anna Bickle
Mrs. Laurie Twist Binder
Ms. Valle Z. Blair
Mr. Jay A. Blake
Ms. Barbara Blakowski Powrie
Mr. Thomas A. Blanda
Mr. David R. Bledsoe
Mrs. Margery Block
Ms. Juanita Blunt
Mrs. Barbara J. Bochnak-  
 Billhardt
Mr. Peter T. Bock
Miss Dianne O. Bockes
Mr. Alexander J. Bodnar Jr.
Dr. Roselind G. Bogner
Ms. Marcia J. Boguslawski
Mrs. Gloria J. Boice
Mrs. Nancy J. Boland
Mrs. Roberta A. Bonafield
Mrs. Sandra J. Boncarosky
Mr. James Bondra Jr.
Mrs. Cynthia A. Booker
Ms. Patricia J. Bosinski
Ms. Anne M. Bouvier
Dr. Orrin H. Bowman
Dr. David T. Boyle
Ms. Dianne C. Brach
Dr. Elizabeth J. Bradley
Mr. Charles W. Brandt Jr.
Mrs. Molly W. Brannigan
Ms. Susan L. Braun
Mr. Edward P. Brennan

Mr. Richard P. Brennan
Mr. Norman J. Brisson
Bristol-Myers Squibb  
 Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Kathleen Bromley
Mr. Morton D. Brooks
Dr. Sharon M. Brooks
Dr. Lisa M. Brothwell
Mr. Matthew F. Browarek
Dr. Anthony Brown
Mr. Darren J. Brown
Dr. Joan N. Brown
Mr. Donald H. Bruning
Dr. Patricia J. Bruno
Mr. Craig R. Bucki
Ms. Erin R. Buel
Ms. Sheryl A. Bugyi
Ms. Helene M. Bumbalo
Mrs. Irma D. Burns
Ms. R. J. Burns
Dr. Bruce D. Burr
Mrs. Susan E. Busch
Ms. Susan K. Butenschoen
Miss Shirley R. Bynoe
Ms. Gloria E. Byron
Mrs. Cheryl A. Cahlstadt
Mrs. Donna M. Callaghan
Dr. Meg Callahan
Ms. Michelle M. Camarre-  
 Brockman
Mr. Alan S. Camhi
Mrs. Nancy E. Caminiti
Mr. Charles R. Cammarata
Ms. Judith M. Campanella
Dr. Jill F. Campbell
Mrs. Lynn D. Campo
Mrs. AnnMarie C. Canaple
Dr. Qiuping Cao

Mr. Joseph A. Cardina
Dr. Joanne J. Carlburg
Mrs. Joan S. Carlucci
Mrs. Kathleen S. Casalinuovo
Ms. Nina M. Cascio
Mr. Edward G. Case
Dr. Salvatore W. Catalino
Mrs. Mary J. Catuzzi
Mrs. Lori J. Cavanaugh
Ms. Marianna E. Cecchini
Ms. Kathleen F. Cellura
Dr. Maria A. Ceprano
Mr. Mark O. Cerosaletti
Mrs. Moham Chandran
Mrs. JoAnne Chapman
Ms. Marlene Cheman
Ms. Marianne Chiumento
Mr. Randolph Chojecki
Mr. Stephen V. Christopher
Miss Chiou-Jeu Chuang
Ms. Sara E. Churchill
Mrs. Barbara A. Ciambor
Dr. Joseph C. Cicero
Mrs. Barbara A. Ciepiela
Ms. Helga E. Ciminesi
Mr. Matthew P. Ciszek
Mrs. Rebecca M. Citron   
 Nunberg
Mrs. A. Patricia Clark
Ms. Mary Ellen Clark
Ms. Roslyn L. Clement
Dr. Florence E. Clouse
Dr. Michael J. Codd
Ms. Margaret A. Coghlan
Mrs. Dinah B. Cohen
Dr. Joel A. Cohen
Ms. Elizabeth T. Colby
Dr. Ardith D. Cole

Mrs. Marlene L. Cole
Mr. David R. Colkitt
Ms. Gwen Y. Collier
Mrs. Cecilia M. Colosi
Mr. Donald G. Colquhoun
Ms. Erin M. Connelly
Mr. Patrick David Connolly
Ms. Christine A. Cope
Miss Maria Alicia Cordero
Corning Incorporated   
 Foundation
Ms. Jane K. Corser
Ms. Theresa M. Costello
Mr. Donald E. Courtney
Mrs. Patricia Malone Craig
Dr. Daniel F. Crawford
Mr. John Creamer
Mr. Christ V. Croglia
Dr. Joseph L. Crossen
Dr. Thomas Q. Culhane
Mrs. Denise Cuneo
Ms. Nicole L. Cyr
Mr. John Czyrny
Mr. Roger G. Dahl
Mr. David P. D’Amato
Dr. Ivery Daniels Sr.
Ms. Anastasia D. Danielson
Mrs. Grace Darroch
Ms. Jill E. Dattel
Mrs. Marcia E. Daumen
Mrs. Mary Ann C. Dawson
Ms. Rosemary R. Dayton
Mrs. Susan H. Dearing
Mrs. Linda Eileen Deeks
Ms. Carolina Delaney
Ms. Nadia G. Delonas
Ms. Diane D. Demarco
Dr. Myron H. Dembo

Dr. Anne L. Deming
Mrs. Arlene C. Dempsey
Dr. Kenneth A. Diamond
Mr. Laurens L. Dietz
Mr. James Dixon
Mrs. Judith A. Dixon
Ms. Nancy L. Dobkin
Dr. Robert A. Dobmeier
Mrs. Sharron A. Doerr
Ms. Helen M. Domske
Ms. Katie C. Donahue
Mrs. Patty L. Donegan
Mrs. Susan S. Donop
Mr. Cornelius F. Donovan Jr.
Mr. Alan J. Dozoretz
Dr. Gretchen A. Duling
Dr. Dennis J. Dunning
Ms. Winifred M. DuPriest
Mr. Kenneth J. Duszynski
Dr. Wingrove C. Dwamina
Mrs. Mona Jeanne Easter
Mrs. Lynn E. Eckley
Ms. Lucinda J. Edie
Ms. Rita A. Eichenger
Mr. Bruce A. Eller
Ms. Pauline S. Emery
Ms. Patricia G. Ensminger
Erie Insurance Group
Mrs. Sheila M. Ernst
Dr. Robin W. Erwin Jr.
Ms. Christina L. Estes
Mr. Olin W. Evans Jr.
Mr. Charles P. Evingham Sr.
ExxonMobil Foundation
Ms. Alison Farinacci
Ms. Monica A. Farrar
Mrs. Michelle Fayett
Mr. John D. Fazio

Rabbi Milton Feierstein
Dr. Lawrence B. Feinberg
Ms. Jill Meredith Feine
Mr. Gary A. Feltz
Mrs. Anne Ferrara
Mr. Patrick K. Ferrick
Mr. Michael J. Fesmire
Mrs. Barbara H. Fildes
Mrs. Ann B. Fitzgerald
Mrs. Mardell E. Fix
Mr. James W. Fleischman
Ms. Lorraine W. Florczyk
Ms. Phyllis A. Floro
Mr. Bee A. Fogan
Mr. Joshua I. Foladare
Dr. Gerald F. Foley
Ms. Roberta C. Ford
Dr. Linval A. Foster
Ms. Theresa M. Fox
Ms. Michelle Francis
Mr. Robert K. Freeland
Mr. James J. Fregelette
Mr. Daniel M. Frisbie
Mrs. Patricia L. Frohe
Mr. Craig A. Gable
Dr. Richard L. Garcia
Mr. William H. Gardiner Jr.
Ms. Jennifer S. Garey
Mr. Andrew R. Gatto
Dr. Karen Geelan
Dr. Alan Gellin
Dr. Marcia A. Gellin
Ms. Mary C. George
Mrs. Joan S. Gerard
Ms. Annette M. Gernatt
Mr. Thomas A. Giambra
Ms. Diane L. Gianturco-Laczi
Mrs. Linda L. Giarrizzo
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UB Alumna Establishes 
Valenti Scholarship
Marsha Valenti, who earned her bachelor’s degree from the UB School 
of Management, established the Robert E. Valenti Memorial Scholarship 
to honor her son who was a student in the Graduate School of Education 
higher education Ph.D. program. Robert died unexpectedly in 2006, 
during the second year of his studies. 

The initial recipient of the Robert E. Valenti Memorial Scholarship is 
Craig Ross, a doctoral student in higher education in the Department of Educational Leadership and Policy. Ross began 
his career in higher education in 1999 at SUNY Geneseo as a telecommunications technician. While working at Geneseo, 
he earned a bachelor’s degree in telecommunications engineering technology from the Rochester Institute of Technology 
and an M.B.A. in technology management from the SUNY Institute of Technology. In 2010, Ross was promoted to business 
manager in the facilities services department at SUNY Geneseo, and in 2012, he became the associate director of residential 
life at the College at Brockport. 

Ross is beginning the dissertation stage of his doctoral program, and his research interests are in finance and technology in 
higher education. His future aspirations are in leadership roles in higher education, such as chief information officer or vice 
president for administration and finance. 

Mrs. June B. Gibble
Ms. Dorothy N. Gibbons
Ms. Sharon Gibson
Mrs. Marilyn S. Gilbarg
Mrs. Donna M. Gill
Mr. E. David Gillham
Mrs. Heidi Ann Ginal
Mrs. Zella M. Glickman
Mr. Salvatore J. Glorioso
Dr. John J. Glovack
Dr. Barbara M. Godshall
Mrs. Claire B. Goldberg
Mrs. Kathleen A. Good
Dr. Jerry A. Gordon
Dr. Linda G. Gordon
Mrs. Doreen S. Gould
Dr. Joanne Grabowski
Ms. Mary E. Grad
Mrs. Lois Grauerholz
Mrs. Gloria L. Green
Ms. Terri A. Gregg
Mrs. Elnora B. Grice
Dr. Deborah A. Grimes
Dr. Jorgie A. Grimes
Dr. Nelson J. Grimm
Mrs. Mildred C. Gronlund
Mrs. Virginia S. Gross
Mr. Michael A. Grosso
Dr. Carol M. Grzywinski
Dr. John J. Gualtieri
Mrs. Camille W. Guinnane
Mrs. Fay Louise Gunn
Dr. John F. Hadden
Mr. Carl L. Hagan
Ms. Elizabeth G. Hales
Mrs. Carol G. Haley
Mr. Edward F. Haley
Mr. Paul W. Haley
Ms. Rita Hall
Mr. Michael L. Halperin
Mrs. Molly M. Halt
Mr. Robert J. Hamilton
Ms. Tandy J. Hamilton
Mr. Richard W. Hammer
Dr. John F. Hanssel
Mrs. Alice L. Harford
Mr. Richard D. Harrica
Mrs. Luciana Harrigan
Mrs. Betty L. Harris
Mrs. Debra Hart
Ms. Lisa Elizabeth Hart

Dr. Timothy J. Hartigan
Mr. David T. Hartney
Ms. Hilary L. Hashagen
Mrs. Ann M. Hayden
Mrs. Susan A. Hayman
Mr. Jeffery D. Hazel
Mr. Peter A. Hazzan
Ms. Aiming He
Ms. Charlotte Bush Hedgebeth
Dr. Kenneth R. Hennig Jr.
Mr. Michael B. Henry
Mrs. Linda A. Hepp
Ms. Eve Hernandez
Mrs. Beatrice Leslie Herz
Miss Sandra D. Hilborn
Ms. Diane E. Hill
Ms. Merrie M. Hill
Mrs. Nancy A. Himes
Mr. Robert H. Hirsch III
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Hodgson
Dr. Dorothy M. Hoehne
Dr. Bernard G. Hoerbelt
Mrs. Lynn B. Hoffman
Mrs. Demaris A. Hollembeak
Ms. Elizabeth E. Holmes
Mr. David P. Holtz
Mr. Brian D. Hondzinski
Mrs. Linda J. Hopkins
Mr. William F. Hoppmann
Mrs. Sally L. Horak
Ms. Pamela L. Hornung
Mrs. Barbara W. Horowitz
Dr. Karim Hossain
Ms. Stephanie Hranjec
Mr. Joseph T. Hryvniak
HSBC Philanthropic Programs
Mr. Arthur L. Hufnagel
Dr. Patrick S. Hughes
Dr. William R. Hullfish
Mrs. Deborah Ann Hutter
Mr. James V. Illuzzi
Dr. Robert L. Infantino
Ms. Susan M. Inman-McCarthy
Mrs. Doris C. Ippolito
Dr. Esther J. Isler-Hamilton
Mr. William C. Jack
Mrs. Lynne O. Jackson King
Dr. Traci A. Jackson
Ms. Tracy K. Jacobowitz
Mr. Paul F. Jacques
Mrs. Yvonne James-Brown

Dr. Theresa M. Janczak
Ms. Nicole R. Janowsky
Dr. Lois M. Jircitano
Dr. Diane M. Johnson
Dr. Keith R. Johnson
Mr. C. Howard Johnt
Mrs. Alice D. Jones
Mr. James A. Jones
Mr. Lawrence C. Jones
Mrs. Mary Louise Jones
Ms. Deborah A. Jop
Mr. Thomas L. Jost
Dr. Theresa M. Joyce
Ms. Anne G. Kaczynski
Mrs. Christine A. Kalish
Mr. William J. Kaminski
Mrs. Zoe Ann Kaminski
Mrs. Linda Karuth Startup
Ms. Bonnie L. Kay
Mrs. Barbara L. Kaye
Ms. Maryann Kean
Dr. Erin Kearney
Mr. Richard D. Keil
Ms. Christine M. Kelahan
Mrs. Linda M. Kennedy
Ms. Rose Ann Kern Haseley
Mr. Karl H. Kiefer
Ms. Maryalice R. Kilbourne
Mr. Robert T. Kilpatrick
Mr. Brian K. Kim
Mr. Robert A. King
Mrs. Esther M. Kirdani
Ms. Jill B. Kirschner
Mrs. Joyce P. Klaasesz
Dr. Roger J. Klatt
Mrs. Janice L. Klein
Mrs. Marilyn G. Klein
Dr. Raymond S. Klein
Mrs. Sara E. Klein
Ms. Susanne C. Klein
Ms. Linda Klimchak
Ms. Sheryl L. Knab
Mrs. Wanda M. Knight
Ms. Judith A. Koch
Dr. Henry D. Kopeck
Mrs. Emily A. Kordasiewicz
Mrs. Rita Kowalczyk-Kuzma
Mrs. Denise A. Krallman
Mrs. Barbara J. Kromphardt
Dr. William M. Krone
Miss Laura A. Kucharski

Miss Jean C. Kuehn
Mrs. Kristine A. Kuehnle
Mr. Michael F. Kukla
Mrs. Patricia M. Kunselman
Ms. Karen R. Labosky
Dr. Paul A. Lafornara
Dr. Catherine L. Lalonde
Mrs. Laurel M. Lamparelli
Mrs. Donna B. Landry
Mrs. E. Jean F. Lanewala
Dr. Mary Lou Lange
Mrs. Rita B. Lankes
Mrs. Carol Laschinger
Dr. Flavia Laviosa
Mr. Timothy K. Lawler
Mrs. R. Alison Lawrence
Dr. Beverly A. Lawson
Dr. Alfred T. Lederman
Mrs. Mary Ann Leonard
Ms. Virginia Lewandowski
Mrs. Kimberly J. Lewis
Mrs. Bonnie Literman Levine
Mrs. Joan B. Litwin
Mrs. Wentsing S. Liu
Mr. Anthony J. LoCastro
Ms. Barbara S. Locitzer
Mrs. Renee Elizabeth Loftus
Ms. Mary E. Long
Mrs. Mary F. M. Lopian
Miss Marjorie L. Lord
Ms. Patricia A. Lord
Ms. Sue A. Lorenz
Dr. Judy C. Loveless
Ms. Marie L. Lowry
Ms. Cindy A. Luckman
Mr. Scott R. Ludwig
Mrs. Celia Marie Lynn
Ms. Kristine L. Macchioni
Dr. Carolyn J. Mackett
Ms. Janet Madej Reiff
Mr. Christopher Michael Maggio
Mrs. Joyce M. Maguda
Dr. Heidi L. Mahoney
Ms. Virginia Lee Majewski
Mrs. Mary E. Maley
Ms. Anita M. Mance
Mrs. Annette P. Mancuso
Dr. Charles S. Mancuso
Mr. Daniel R. Maravi
Mrs. Francene C. Marcantonio
Dr. Cathleen C. March

Dr. Antoinette Marchand
Mr. Dale V. Marriott
Mrs. Judy M. Martin
Ms. Kristi R. Martin
Mr. Robert L. Martin
Mr. Ronald A. Mayer
Mrs. Genevieve M. Maynard
Dr. Peter E. Maynard
Mr. Thomas O. McArthur
Ms. Corey S. McCarthy
Miss Donna J. McCarthy
Dr. Margaret Cain McCarthy
Dr. Mary Rose McCarthy
Mr. Kevin P. McCuen
Mr. Gary A. McCunn
Miss Ann M. McElwee
Mr. John C. McEnroe
Mrs. Laurie Lounsberry   
 McFadden
Mrs. Mary G. McGarva
Dr. Roger R. McGill
Dr. Terrence J. McGovern
Dr. Walter G. McGuire
Ms. Anita M. McKee
Mrs. Rubie J. McKelvey
Ms. Bridget Lyn McLaughlin
Dr. Robyn O. Mcmaster
Mr. Steven J. McWilliams
Mrs. Cynthia A. Mehary
Mr. William E. Mehls
Sister Paul M. Merkl
Mrs. Daphne S. Meyer
Mrs. Joann T. Meyer
Mrs. Patricia O. Meyers
Mrs. Jean Raymond Michaelsen
Mr. Clifford A. Miller
Mr. Donald A. Miller
Mrs. Judith M. Miller
Mr. Gregory J. Mintz
Mr. Richard J. Miodonski
Dr. Peter Mirando
Miss Gabrielle M. Miskell
Mrs. Anita L. Mitchell
Dr. H. Charles Mlynarczyk
Mrs. Janice T. Monteith
Ms. Helen E. Moran
Mr. Michael M. Moran
Mr. Michael J. Moren
Ms. Karen M. Moronski
Dr. Phyllis F. Morrell
Ms. Sandra A. Morrissey

Ms. Joan M. Moslow
Ms. Bonita J. Muldrow
Mrs. Carol A. Mullen
Mrs. Susan S. Murphy
Mr. Timothy L. Murphy
Ms. Susan Muscato
Dr. Justin A. Naylor
Mrs. Ruth E. Nellis
Dr. Linda Diane Nelson
Mrs. Mary Ellen Nelson
Mr. Martin D. Nemeroff
Mr. Paul R. Nevergold
Ms. Jacqueline T. Newcomb
Ms. Karen M. Newhall
Mrs. Gayle M. Newman
Dr. David L. Nichols
Ms. Holly Nichols
Mr. Philip H. Nicolai
Mr. D. William Nordstrom
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Nuhn
Ms. Brenda Nuremberg-Cafarelli
Ms. Nirmala Nutakki
Dr. Darren M. O’Hern
Mrs. Joan E. Ohl
Dr. Edward M. O’Keefe
Mrs. Eileen M. Olearczyk
Mrs. Marian M. Opela
Mr. Matthew E. Ortman
Dr. John M. Ortner
Mrs. Linda Osterman Hamid
Ms. Pamela P. O’Sullivan
Mrs. Grace A. Ouimette
Dr. Susan Higgins Packard
Mrs. Ann M. Pajak
Mrs. Karin B. Pajak
Mrs. Nancy J. Palermo
Mrs. Susan M. Palumbo
Ms. Nancy M. Palvino
Dr. Gina M. Pannozzo
Miss Elaine M. Panty
Mr. Michael A. Paolini
Dr. Kathy L. Parish
Mrs. Linda Cohen Park
Dr. Mitchell S. Parker
Dr. Clarice E. Parrag-Graney
Dr. Frank J. Pascarella
Ms. Angela M. Patti
Mrs. Michele L. Pava
Mrs. Donna J. Peasley
Mrs. Maria G. Pecenco
Ms. Joy Stanli Pepper
Dr. Linda M. Perosa
Dr. Sandra L. Perosa
Mrs. Jeanne S. Petersen
Mrs. Mary E. Peterson
Mrs. Jeri B. Pichey
Ms. Maura B. Pierce
Ms. Sharon Pierre-Monroe
Ms. Carol A. Pijacki
Mrs. Gloria I. Pioso
Dr. Marie S. Plumb
Dr. Walter S. Polka
Ms. Rebecca J. Poppoon
Mr. Patrick M. Porter
Dr. Kenneth R. Powders
Ms. Catherine M. Prion-Sarata
Mr. Robert G. Proehl
Mrs. Jill K. Proskin
Mrs. Mary Beth Pszonak
Ms. Lynn A. Pullano
Mrs. Kay L. Puma
Dr. Barbara A. Putnam
Ms. Sandra R. Putnam
Mrs. Betty J. Radlich
Dr. Daniel J. Raimondo
Dr. Inez L. Ramsey
Mrs. Margaret Ranalli
Mrs. Concetta C. Rao
Mr. James R. Rauh
Mrs. Brenda A. Reaves

honor roll
of donors
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It’s no secret that IRAs (individual retirement 
accounts) have become a great way for 
people to save for retirement. Depending 
on the type of retirement account, there are 
often beneficial tax implications, which will 
work to your benefit, either now or in the 
future. But, as many individuals are finding 
out, IRAs and other forms of retirement 
accounts are not necessarily good assets to 
leave to their heirs.

Take for example Charlie, who wants to leave 
his son a gift in his will, and would also like to 
support the Graduate School of Education. 

After meeting with his financial adviser, Charlie learns that by giving his son 
$100,000 in appreciated stock and gifting $100,000 from his IRA to his alma 
mater, Charlie’s estate won’t have to pay taxes on either of these gifts.

Had Charlie done the reverse, given his son the assets from his IRA and his 
appreciated stock to GSE, his son would be responsible to pay taxes on the 
$100,000, reducing the amount of the gift substantially.

However, since Charlie went ahead as his adviser had suggested, both his 
son and UB will receive $100,000, with no strings attached. Thanks to a 
little planning, Charlie’s son and GSE will get 100% of Charlie’s gift, as he 
had intended.

Given the tax implications—and the ease of this transaction (no attorney 
required, you simply need a change of beneficiary form)—we are seeing 
more and more individuals opt to support UB in this manner.

As always, I or a member of the UB Office of Gift Planning would be 
pleased to speak with you to discuss this idea further.  

Wendy Irving, Esq. (Ed.M. ’91, College Counseling and Student 
Personnel Work) is the assistant vice president for gift planning, UB 
Office of Gift Planning; (716) 881-7484 or toll-free (877) 825-3422.     

Why NOT to Leave Your IRA 
Assets to Your Heirs 
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Dr. Carl N. Reed III
Ms. Patricia S. Reich
Mrs. Dorothy J. Reid
Mrs. Joan B. Resetarits
Mr. Thomas K. Rhodes
Mr. Paul C. Ricotta
Ms. Rhonda L. Ried
Mrs. Ardeth L. Riedesel
Ms. Margaret A. Riso
Mrs. Sharon L. Roberts
Dr. John H. Robson
Dr. P. Elizabeth Roden
Ms. Fatima L. Rodriguez   
 Johnson
Ms. Maria I. Rodriguez
Mrs. Marcia A. Roeder
Mr. Patrick J. Rogers
Dr. Graziela B. Rondon-Pari
Mr. John D. Ropach
Dr. Yvonne C. Rosecrans
Mrs. Jane B. Rosenfeld
Ms. Tracey L. Ross
Dr. Marvel E. Ross-Jones
Mrs. Katherine M. Roth
Ms. Erin Marie Rowley
Mrs. Marilyn S. Roy
Mrs. Barbara J. Rozak
Mr. Ronald S. Russ
Hon. Dorothy J. Russell
Mrs. Marlene M. Russell
Dr. Behrooz Sabet
Mr. Gary M. Sabin
Mr. John A. Sable
Dr. Gouranga C. Saha
Mr. John M. Salay
Mrs. Judith B. Salzman
Ms. Joanne M. Samuelson
Ms. Patricia Anne Sanders
Mrs. Sharon Ann Sangiacomo
Dr. Rosemary A. Santillo-  
 Townley
Mr. Joseph J. Scalisi
Mr. Daniel R. Schabert
Ms. Linda S. Schaefer
Mr. Arthur C. Schaeffer
Mrs. Kathleen B. Schaeffer
Dr. Rayma A. Schebell
Mrs. Margaret S. Scheffler
Mrs. Barbara L. Schenkein
Mrs. Marilyn R. Schillroth
Mr. Matthew P. Schirmer

Dr. Irene A. Schmalz
Ms. Norma A. Schmidt
Mrs. Joanne Schoenle
Ms. Jeanette K. Schonfeld
Mrs. Michelle L. Schultz
Mr. Mark Schumacher
Ms. Judith K. Schwartz
Mrs. Louise A. Schwartz
Mr. Raymond D. Schwartz
Mrs. Joan C. Schwegler-Winter
Mr. Michael F. Scime
Ms. Kathleen A. Sciolino
Mrs. Elizabeth L. Seabury
Mrs. Gretchen Seibert
Ms. Patricia W. Seka
Mrs. Helen A. Senese
Mr. Thomas J. Shannon
Ms. Jaclyn R. Shantler
Dr. R. N. Sharma
Mr. Ronald Shaw
Ms. Elisabeth A. Shea
Mrs. Doris M. Sheard
Mr. John W. Sherman
Mr. Jonathan C. Sherman
Mr. Theodore J. Sherman
Dr. Phyllis A. Sholtys-Goins
Mrs. Harriet S. Shriver
Mrs. Enid L. Sidel
Mrs. Janice R. Siegel
Mrs. Pamela M. Sieracki
Ms. Annamae Silver
Mr. Kenneth A. Skowronski
Mrs. Deborah G. Slisz
Mr. Max Sloan
Mrs. Barbara W. Slootsky
Ms. Danielle L. Smith
Ms. Diane M. Smith
Mr. Eugene V. Smith
Mrs. Hilde W. Smith
Rev. Dr. Jay W. Smith Jr.
Mrs. Margot S. Smith
Mrs. Mary Jo C. Smith
Mr. Michael D. Sorgi
Dr. Michael A. Soupios
Ms. Tami L. Spain
Mr. James D. Sparrow
Mr. Maurice Spector
Mrs. Judith P. Speller
Dr. Kerstin R. Speller
Dr. Richard J. Spencer
Mr. Joseph J. Spero

Ms. Alison L. Spooner
Mrs. Betty P. Sprague
Ms. Wendy C. Sprague
Ms. Lindsay C. Springer
Dr. Marietta P. Stanton Meehan
Mrs. Florence E. Staples
Mr. Norris G. Staples
Ms. Carol Sue G. Stapleton
Mrs. Maria L. Stein
Ms. Susan E. Stein
Mr. Jesse Stornelli
Dr. Michael William R. Stott
Ms. Elizabeth Strahle
Ms. Janelle P. Stromberg
Ms. Rebecca A. Stutzman
Dr. Paul Allan Succop
Ms. Fern I. Suckow
Mrs. Kristine Sutton
Miss Sandra M. Swanson
Ms. Kerry M. Szarowicz
Mr. Peter P. Szczap
Mrs. Eva J. Tamoga
Dr. Bonnie S. Tangalos
Ms. Yvonne I. Tasker
Mrs. Joan L. Taulbee
Ms. Donna J. Taylor
Mr. Mark N. Taylor
Dr. Virginia M. Taylor
Mrs. Florence Cohen Teich
Ms. Gertrude Thedford
Mr. Ronald K. Theel
Mrs. Susan S. Theeman
Mrs. Raya L. Then
Mr. Steven D. Thomas
Dr. Carmela Thompson
Ms. Faith J. Thompson
Ms. Lynn M. Thompson
Mr. Joseph Tiberi
Miss Jean C. Tickner
Ms. Lori L. Till
Ms. Mary Ellen S. Toczek
Dr. Sadatoshi Tomizawa
Mrs. A. Corinne Toole
Mr. Jeffrey C. Tracy
Mrs. Cristina C. Truell
Mrs. Karen M. Tubolino
Ms. Sylvia F. Tuller
Mrs. Dolores M. Tyler
Dr. Elizabeth A. Tynan
Dr. Stephen J. Uebbing
Dr. Lawrence A. Upton

GSEAA President’s message

Mrs. Joanne M. Vaccaro
Mrs. Elise M. Vafai
Dr. Francis J. Valone
Mr. Peter G. Van Denbergh
Ms. Jane Van Deusen
Ms. Susan M. Vanchina
Ms. Colleen M. Vander Hye
Dr. Wesley E. Vanderhoof
Dr. A. William Vantine
Mrs. Elizabeth J. Venator
Mr. Frank J. Ventura
Mr. Lawrence A. Veronica
Mr. Louis John Volino
Mrs. Lorena C. Wagar
Ms. Liane A. Wagner
Mrs. Adele A. Wakefield
Mrs. Karen E. Walker
Ms. Sandra L. Walker
Ms. Lisa E. Wallin Cleveland
Mrs. Jennifer Walsh
Mrs. Melodie L. Walter
Ms. Jennifer L. Walton
Ms. Mei-Chu Cordelia W. Wang
Mrs. Noreen S. Wang
Mr. Paul Warms
Dr. Susan M. Watts Taffe
Mr. Paul V. Webster
Mrs. Judy G. Weiner

Mr. Michael Weiner
Mrs. Carol L. Weissfeld
Dr. Nancy A. Wellenzohn
Mrs. Rita H. Wells
Mr. Raymond T. Welsh
Ms. Lorraine S. Wenger
Mrs. Gloria R. Werblow
Mrs. Kelly L. Werdein
Mrs. Harriet B. Westenfelder
Dr. John M. Wheeler
Mr. Andrew M. Wheelock
Mrs. Sandra Whissel
Ms. Ardeen L. White
Ms. Elizabeth Anne White
Mrs. Janice M. White
Dr. Bettye R. Whitfield
Ms. Arlene Wick-Light
Mr. Mark D. Wigtil
Mrs. Ann Marie S. Wik
Ms. Kimberlee Jane Wilde
Ms. Cori Wilhelm
Mrs. Glenys E. Williams
Mrs. Frances B. Wilson
Mrs. Shirley A. Wilson
Ms. Vanecia T. Wilson
Mr. William J. Wilson
Mr. Sylvester Wise
Ms. Elizabeth Wixson

Dr. Kathryn M. Wood
Ms. Adena F. Woodard
Ms. Denise F. Woodruff
Mr. James C. Worthington
Ms. Barbara J. Wozniak
Mrs. Christine L. Wright
Mrs. Sandra Z. Wright
Ms. Lydia E. Wrobel
Ms. Claudia B. Yates
Mrs. Angeline C. Yelich
Ms. Allayne M. Yeostros
Mrs. Judy A. Yotter
Mrs. Eulalie B. Young
Mrs. Stephanie O. Young
Ms. Valerie Yozzo
Mr. David J. Zafuto
Mrs. Diane Lynn Zahradnik
Mrs. Phyllis A. Zak
Mr. Mark I. Zarrow
Ms. Frances Pech Zerkowski
Dr. Glen W. Zewe
Ms. Lu M. Zheng
Dr. Gail E. Zichittella
Ms. Elaine M. Zielin
Dr. Alfred W. Zielonka
Ms. Laurie Ziolkowski
Ms. Vanessa M. Zoll
Mrs. Julie Zybert

Fellow Alumni,
Thank you for donating to GSE throughout the year. Regardless 
of where you designate your donation, you can be sure that it will 
be used to benefit our school and its students—who will one day 
become proud alumni just like you and I! 
You may not be aware that you can designate your gifts to the 
Graduate School of Education Alumni Association (GSEAA). The 

next time you are asked to give to GSE, please consider indicating that you would like 
GSEAA to benefit from your gift.  
Your direct support can help us fund programs such as the HIRE Education Conference, 
where GSE alumni come back to campus to talk to current students about careers in 
education. This type of program provides a valuable service to our current students, 
while strengthening alumni connections. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy 2013,
Mark Marino (Ed.M. ’05, Mathematics Education)

Graduate School of Education

Graduate School of Education

Graduate School of Education
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So Yeon Ahn and Hyonsuk Cho (LAI 
doctoral students) each received a Yu-Chin 
Liu Graduate Assistance Research Award, 
which supports students pursuing a doctoral 
degree in the Department of Learning and 
Instruction.

laura Amo (CSEP doctoral student),  
maria Sian Chavan (ELP doctoral student), 
Candace Cofield (ELP doctoral student), 
Ersoy Erdemir (LAI doctoral student), 
Andrea Nikischer (ELP doctoral student), 
Sung ok Park (LAI doctoral student), and 
Hyejin Shin (ELP doctoral student) each 
received a Paul A. and Margaret E. Bacon 
Scholarship, which provides support to 
students in the Graduate School of Education. 

Alexander Andrasik, Sara baglioni, and 
Amanda barnhart (LIS master’s students) 
each received a Marie Ross Wolcott Memorial 
Scholarship, which supports students in the 
Department of Library and Information Studies.

Natalie bennett, Jacob bigelow, Gregory 
fair, Ruth freier, and olivia Helfer  
(LIS master’s students) each received a  
Joseph B. Rounds Scholarship, which 
provides support to promote excellence  
in the field of librarianship.

Sara bernal (LAI master’s student)  
received an Adelle H. Land Memorial 
Scholarship, which supports students 
pursuing a teaching career.

deborah bertlesman (LAI master’s student) 
received a Next Generation Scholarship, 
which supports first generation college 
students in the student teaching semester 
of the adolescence/secondary initial teacher 
certification program.

bhawna Chowdhary and Erica Smith (LAI 
doctoral students) each received a Ralph 
Theurer Scholarship, which supports students 
pursuing a degree in science education.

GSE student scholarship recipients (back row, l to r): Gregory Fair, Tyler Rinker, Chad White, Benjamin Norris, 
Esther Jackson, Olivia Helfer, Alexander Andrasik; (front row, l to r): Dana Prebis, Charlotte Peters,  
Alissa Monti, Kelly Sallander, Sara Bernal, Wen Guo. (The remaining scholarship recipients were not available  
for the photograph.)

2012–2013 GSE Student Scholarship Recipients

scholarship
recipients

Erica demler (LAI master’s student) 
received a Leroy and Margaret H. Callahan 
Scholarship, which supports students pursuing 
a degree in elementary mathematics education.

david fronczak and Chad White (LAI 
master’s students) each received an Anita 
G. and Herbert L. Foster Learning and 
Instruction Scholarship, which supports 
students pursuing a degree in literacy or 
special education.

Wen Guo (LAI master’s student) received a 
Judith T. Melamed Memorial Scholarship, 
which supports students pursuing a degree in 
the TESOL (teaching English to speakers of 
other languages) program.

Esther Jackson and Charlotte Peters (LIS 
master’s students) each received an E. Alberta 
Riggs Memorial Scholarship, which supports 
students in the Department of Library and 
Information Studies.

Sarah kuszczak (CSEP doctoral student) 
received a James C. Hansen Memorial 
Scholarship, which supports students 
conducting research on counseling with 
families.

katelin lagreca, Alissa monti, Amanda 
morrison, and dana Prebis (LIS master’s 
students) each received an A. Benjamin and 
Helen Ravin Scholarship, which supports 
students in the Department of Library and 
Information Studies.

benjamin Norris (CSEP doctoral student) 
received a Peter Drapiewski Scholarship, 
which supports students pursuing a degree in 
educational psychology.

tyler Rinker and Andrea tochelli (LAI 
doctoral students) each received a William Eller 
Memorial Scholarship, which supports students 
pursuing a degree in reading education.

Craig Ross (ELP doctoral student) received 
a Robert E. Valenti Memorial Scholarship, 
which supports students pursuing a doctoral 
degree in higher education.

timothy Ryan and kelly Sallander (LIS 
master’s students) each received an H.W. 
Wilson Scholarship, which is funded by the 
H.W. Wilson Foundation on a rotating basis 
to students in U.S. and Canadian library 
education programs.

teresa Shea and Elizabeth Stengel (LIS 
master’s students) each received an Augustus 
H. Shearer Memorial Scholarship, which 
supports student leaders in the Department 
of Library and Information Studies.

Christopher Shively (LAI doctoral 
student) received a Mary Lou and S. David 
Farr Scholarship, which supports students 
conducting research on technology and 
learning.

ksenia Wojcieszek-Arjomand (CSEP 
doctoral student) received a Marceline 
Jaques Scholarship, which supports 
students pursuing a degree in rehabilitation 
counseling.

graduate  school  of  educat ion

Scan this image with your 

mobile device QR barcode  

app to access GSE newsletters 

and  supplementary files from 

Spring 2004 to present.

Through the generosity of Graduate School of 
Education alumni, professor emeriti, faculty, 
and friends, 20 scholarship awards have been 
established to provide financial support for stu-
dents in the departments of Counseling, School, 
and Educational Psychology (CSEP); Educational 
Leadership and Policy (ELP); Learning and  
Instruction (LAI); and Library and Information 
Studies (LIS). Congratulations to the award  
recipients for the 2012–2013 academic year:



1. Join the GSE Alumni Association Facebook page at  
 www.facebook.com/ubgseaa.

2.  Register on UB Connect, the university-wide alumni  
 online community. At this secure site, www.ub-connect.org,  
 you can sign up for lifetime e-mail forwarding, search for  
 jobs, and communicate with fellow alumni.

3.  Visit GSE’s Keep in Touch page, gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/keep,  
 where you can provide current contact information and  
 your recent accomplishments.

4.  E-mail Associate Dean Jenifer Lawrence at  
 jlawrenc@buffalo.edu or call (716) 645-6640.
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James C. Hansen Humanitarian awarD
BrenDa mCDuFFie

Brenda McDuffie has been serving as the 
president and chief executive officer of 
the Buffalo Urban League since 1998.  
In her positions, she is committed to 
making a positive difference in people’s 
lives in our region. McDuffie has dedi-
cated her personal and professional life 
to strengthening families and building 
a strong community by ensuring access 
to education and economic opportuni-
ties. Under her leadership, the Buffalo 
Urban League has been recognized as 

one of Western New York’s premier human service and economic 
empowerment organizations.

Gse DistinGuisHeD alumni awarD
DOuGlas Clements (Ph.D. ’83, elementary education)

Douglas Clements has published 
over 125 refereed research studies, 
18 books, 70 chapters, and 275 
additional publications in math, 
educational technology, and early 
childhood education. Since joining 
the UB faculty in 1988, he has 
secured more than $23 million in 
grant funding for the university. 
Clements, recognized as a leader 
in math education, was a member 
of former President Bush’s National 

Math Advisory Panel. He was named SUNY Distinguished 
Professor in 2008, the state’s highest academic honor. 

Dean’s serViCe awarD
rOBert GiOia

Since 2007, Robert Gioia has been 
the president of the John R. Oishei 
Foundation, Western New York’s 
largest private charitable foundation. 
The foundation’s mission is to be a 
change catalyst to enhance economic 
vitality and the quality of life in 
our region. The foundation annually 
distributes approximately $15 million 
to organizations providing services in 
education, arts and culture, health and 
health research, human services, and 

community development. Under Gioia’s leadership, the foundation 
has been positively shaping lives throughout the community.

COMMENCEMENT 
AND AWARDS 2012

gse 
news

This year’s ceremony was held on May 11 at the Center 
for the Arts, with UB President Satish Tripathi conferring 
degrees. Among the commencement highlights was a 
musical performance for our graduates by the Maryvale 
Dynamics, directed by graduating music education master’s 
degree student Jessica Budzynski. The ceremony concluded 
with a tribute to outgoing dean Mary Gresham, to honor 
her 11 years of dedicated service to the Graduate School  
of Education.

gse.bu f f a l o. edu

StAY CoNNECtEd  
WitH GSE!

Along with our graduates, six individuals were recognized 
that day: Brenda McDuffie received the James C. Hansen 
Humanitarian Award; Robert Gioia was the recipient 
of the Dean’s Service Award; Douglas Clements was 
presented with a GSE Distinguished Alumni Award; 
Joseph Johnson and Veayla Williams each received 
a Delbert Mullens Thinking Outside the Box Award; 
and Jennifer Herman was the recipient of the Edwin D. 
Duryea Jr. Higher Education Memorial Award.

http://gse.buffalo.edu
http://gse.buffalo.edu/alumni/keep
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Commencement photographs by NolanSkipper Studios

A | The doctoral and award reception was held 
at the Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural National 
Historic Site in downtown Buffalo. 

B | Reception attendees enjoyed the program 
that honored the 2012 doctoral graduates and 
award recipients.

C | Veayla Williams (right), doctoral degree 
graduate in counseling/school psychology, 
recipient of a Delbert Mullens Thinking 
Outside the Box Award, with her adviser, 
Associate Professor Amy Reynolds.

D | (l to r) Professors emeriti Rod Doran,  
Herb Foster, and Al Pautler.

E | Former GSE dean Mary Gresham (left)  
with Brenda McDuffie, recipient of the  
James C. Hansen Humanitarian Award.

F | Jennifer Herman (second from left), 
doctoral degree graduate in higher education, 
recipient of the Edwin D. Duryea Jr. Higher 
Education Memorial Award; with Libby Duryea 
(second from right), wife of the late professor 
Edwin Duryea; son Jeffrey Duryea (left);  
and Herman’s adviser, Clinical Professor  
William Barba. 

G | Robert Gioia (left), recipient of the  
Dean’s Service Award, and former GSE  
dean Mary Gresham.

Commencement Reception
A

b

C

G

gse 
news

d

E

f
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A | Students walked in two lines toward the 
Center for the Arts Main Stage Auditorium 
prior to the start of the ceremony. 

B | Mary Gresham (left), former GSE dean, 
presented Douglas Clements with the GSE 
Distinguished Alumni Award. 

C | President Satish Tripathi delivered his 
welcome address to the audience.

D | Joseph Johnson, doctoral degree graduate 
in science education, walked across the stage 
after he received a Delbert Mullens Thinking 
Outside the Box Award.

E | (l to r) Stephen Dunnett, vice provost for 
international education; Dennis Black, vice 
president for university life and services; and 
GSE professors Jaekyung Lee, Janina Brutt-
Griffler, and Scott Meier joined the procession 
leading into the Center for the Arts Main  
Stage Auditorium.

F | (l to r) Carissa Bailey, Jessica Budzynski, 
and Marissa Greenwald, master’s degree 
graduates in music education, opened the 
ceremony with the song “For Good” from  
the musical Wicked.

G | Peter Hazzan (Ed.D. ’06, Educational 
Administration), vice president of the Graduate 
School of Education Alumni Association, 
addressed the school’s newest alumni.

H | Michael McDowell (left), master’s degree 
graduate in higher education administration, 
was congratulated by President Satish Tripathi.

I | Maryvale Dynamics, under the direction  
of Jessica Budzynski (left), master’s degree 
graduate in music education, performed a 
musical tribute to the graduates.

J | Godfrey Telli (center), doctoral degree 
graduate in educational administration,  
was hooded by his adviser, Assistant Professor 
Jill Koyama (right).

K | Master’s degree graduates moved the  
tassels on their caps from the right to the  
left, a tradition performed after their  
degrees were conferred.

Commencement Ceremony
A

b

C

d

E

f

G

H

i

J

k

Graduate School of Education

Graduate School of Education

Graduate School of Education

http://gse.buffalo.edu


Rosa D’Abate tells people she is “studying knowledge: how to get it, use it and keep it.” A 
college graduate in business, she worked as a fiduciary accountant at a bank before going 
back to school to fulfill her original dream: becoming a teacher. Earning a master’s in 
school psychology, she became certified to teach high school math and business. Coordi-
nator of student services in the Williamsville Central School District, she was a recipient 
of a scholarship for doctoral students in reading education. Rosa is now able to complete 
her dissertation, thanks to generous UB donors.

The best public universities have the strongest private support.  
            www.giving.buffalo.edu

Thanks to you,
I’ve added to my teaching skills.

.edu, the Graduate School of Education Alumni 
Newsletter, is published annually by the University 
at Buffalo Graduate School of Education Office 
of the Dean and is supported, in part, by alumni 
contributions. 
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